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Cast of Characters

Travi s: A Soldier with PTSD, 25-40
Jereny: A Journalist and Anti-war

activist; 25-40

Scene

A Park Bench, overl ooking a duck pond.



UNNATURAL BEHAVI OR

(JEREMY sits al one on the Park Bench as
TRAVI S approaches, in uniform In the
background, we hear an ice creamtruck
playing its version of Beethoven's "COde

To Joy")

TRAVI S
Hey.

JEREMY
Hey.

TRAVI S
You cane.

JEREMY
Yeah.

TRAVI S
You found the place.

JEREMY
The note you |left ne said-

TRAVI S
It didn't specify-

JEREMY
You knew that she’d know the place you neant.

TRAVI S
Yeah.

JEREMY
And | knew.

TRAVI S
Yeah.

(pause)

This seat taken?

JEREMY
What are you tal king about? O course... |'’msorry.

TRAVI S

Don’t be.

(unconfortabl e sil ence)



JEREMY
wn't you...?
TRAVI S
What ?
JEREMY
Have a seat.
TRAVI S
Yeah, sure.
(He sits)
What do they call this?
JEREMY
Cal | what?
TRAVI S
Thi s tune.
JEREMY
It’s just the ice creamtruck.
TRAVI S
Yeah, | know, but it’s sonething fanous.
JEREMY
Yeah, but with the way they butcher it...
TRAVI S
| know but it’s still- Wt do they call it? It was one of
Beet hoven’s. ..
JEREMY
Oh ny god. .
TRAVI S
What do you nean, "oh ny god"?
JEREMY
Not hing, | was just surprised that...
TRAVI S
What ?
JEREMY
Never m nd.
TRAVI S

Say it.



JEREMY
It’s nothing, I'’msorry.
TRAVI S

Just say it. You can’t believe

Beast"” woul d know

JEREMY
Yeah, okay that’s... I'’msorry.

TRAVI S
That all you know how to say?

JEREMY
What do you want ne to say?

TRAVI S
| told you.

(pause)

What are you so afraid of?

JEREMY
What do you think?

TRAVI S
Yeah, of course.... don't be.

JEREMY
You nmean you're not...?

TRAVI S
What ?

JEREMY

You' re not here to...
(stops hinsel f:
"kill me")
you know?

TRAVI S

JEREMY

that’s the kinda thing "The

t he unspoken words are

(takes a deep breath)

The "Ode to Joy"..

TRAVI S

Yeah, that's it...

JEREMY
From t he-



TRAVI S
- 9th Synphony, | know.

JEREMY
Yes.

TRAVI S
One of his last, right?

JEREMY

Yes. They say that by the time he wote this, which was
arguably his ultimate nmasterpiece, the deafness had becone
conpl et e.

TRAVI S
Cut the legs off of the piano, put his ear to the floor so
he could "hear"” the nmusic fromthe vibrations... inpressed?
JEREMY

You really didn’t cone here to-

TRAVI S
No.

(1 ong unconfortable silence)

JEREMY
We m ssed you again in court this norning.
TRAVI S
Yeah.
JEREMY
The judge had a nessage for you. If you would just turn
yoursel f in-
TRAVI S
Looks |i ke the ducks here have a nmessage for both of us.
JEREMY
What ?
TRAVI S

"Pl ease be aware, that we eat aquatic plants and
i nsects. Feeding us can cause overpopul ati on, water
pol l uti on, and unnatural behavior."

JEREMY
What are you tal king about?



TRAVI S
(i ndicating the sign)
Up there.
JEREMY
Onh.
TRAVI S

Yeah. That sign wasn’t there when you cane here as a kid,
was it?

JEREMY
How d you know
TRAVI S
It wasn’'t was it?
JEREMY
No.
TRAVI S
Bast ar ds.
JEREMY
| think it’s sonmething to do with the desire to protect the
wildlife. They say that we shouldn’t-
(Travis has unzi pped his backpack and
pul | ed out a box of cereal. He stands
and begins throwi ng handfuls into the
pond in a frenzy)
TRAVI S
Bastards!! Look at ne, look at ne!! You gonna arrest

me! VWhats the matter, not the diet that nature i ntended for
you? Eat it! Eat it you little... Yeah, there you go!

JEREMY
Al right, now just cal mdown...
TRAVI S
Don’t touch ne.
JEREMY
Conme on, you need to-
TRAVI S
| said, don't touch ne!!
JEREMY
Ckay, okay.... I'msorry. Let’s just... Did you used to do

this with her?



TRAVI S
Huh?

JEREMY
Feedi ng the ducks. |[|s that sonething the two of you used to
do when you...? I'msorry.

TRAVI S
| said stop doing that.

JEREMY
Doi ng what ?

TRAVI S
You got nothing to be sorry for.

JEREMY
Maybe if you could just tell ne...

TRAVI S
My grandnot her.

JEREMY
| don’t understand. Your..

TRAVI S

Used to take ne to this very spot. But that was a long tine
before ny "spiritual death".

JEREMY
Look, that’s really not-

TRAVI S
That is what you called it, isnt it?

JEREMY
| was referring to-

TRAVI S
Did you bring it with you?

JEREMY
Yeah.

TRAVI S
Let nme see.

JEREMY

Look, what’s done is done. Whatever you wanted to say,
let’s just-



TRAVI S
Gve it to nel

(He takes the newspaper from himand
reads, pacing and sm rKking)

JEREMY
Funny?

TRAVI S
"Those who are spiritually dead can’t possibly be trusted
with the responsibility of ensuring the happi ness of another
human being in a loving relationship. And those who can
never claimto have rightfully possessed sonething, can't
legitimately claimto have had it stolen fromthem.."

JEREMY
You have to understand that when | wote that | was just
protecting nyself. They had just found out about ne and
Alice, and sone of the readers were calling on themto |et
me go. | thought it was inportant that I..

TRAVI S
(over | appi ng)
You were right.

JEREMY
(conti nuous, overl appi ng)
explain to the world the reasons why she would... what?

TRAVI S
You were right. There's nothing inside nme that’s been alive
for some tinme now.

JEREMY
Ever since the occupation of-

TRAVI S
No, long before that. But |I'msure that’'s what you want to
hear. [I’'Ill tell you everything | renenber... if you really
want to know.

JEREMY
Al right...

TRAVI S
Good.

JEREMY

So... is it true? Wuat your |awer says?



TRAVI S
Yes. Well, yes and no. It all started when we pursued the
kid with the rocket |auncher into the first house. And then
we... You're not witing it.

JEREMWY
What ?

TRAVI S
You're not witing it down.

JEREMY
You don’t want nme printing this.

TRAVI S
Every word of it. But if you re gonna tell the world the
true story about "The Beast", you go right to the source.

JEREMY
kay. . .
TRAVI S
Good.
JEREMY
You know, | wasn’t the the one who cane up with that nane in
the first place, don’t you?
TRAVI S
Yeah... So, ny squad followed himinto the house. Wen we

got inside we couldn’t find him The |ady said he wasn’'t
there. Said her son was a "good boy", started telling us
all about it. And then | saw the flag up on the wall. The
sane flag that..

(starts to |l ose control, but then

col l ects hinsel f)
Forty-five mnutes later we were | eaving the towmn. Every
house was on fire, and the heads of the inhabitants were
fi xed on pi kes on the outside.

JEREMY
You gave the order to cut off the heads?

TRAVI S
That’' s what the corporal said.

JEREMY
You raped the woman in the first house?

TRAVI S
That’ s what the rest of the evidence says.



JEREMY
| " m aski ng you.
TRAVI S
And I"'mtelling you. | said |l’'d tell you everything I

remenber. And so |I’'ve told you what | saw when we entered
what | saw when we left, and every detail of what | renenber
that came in between. Got it?

(Jereny nods)
Good.

(1 ong pause)
So tell nme about the recruiting center.

JEREMY
Look, do we really have to do this?
TRAVI S
Yes.
JEREMY
What do you want to know?
TRAVI S
How di d she | ook?
JEREMY
Look, | was just there to cover the story.
TRAVI S
Yeah.
JEREMY
| "d never seen her before that, | swear.
TRAVI S
Don’t do that!
JEREMY
| hadn’t.
TRAVI S
| know.
JEREMY
An entire recruitnent center had just been shut down by a
| one activist. It was newsworthy, so yeah | was there.
TRAVI S

How did she | ook to you?



10.

JEREMY
| actually couldn’t see her very well... it was w ndy, and
her Iong blond hair was blowing right in her face. She
couldn’t do anything about it with her hands restrained
where she’ d chained herself to the front gate.

TRAVI S
And t hen?
JEREMY
And then, that was it. | didn't see her again for a couple
days. | went over to the- to your house to interview her.
TRAVI S
And that was when-
JEREMY

No! Look, she made it very clear. Everything she’'d done up
until that point was because she wanted you hone. That’s
all she was... nothing happened then.

TRAVI S
You’' re |ying.

JEREMY
| swear to God. W didn't-

TRAVI S
| know you didn’t. But sonethi ng happened.

JEREMY

Yes.

(pause)
| said something during the interview that nade her
| augh. And when | heard what it sounded like I... | thought
it was just the cutest thing I’'d ever heard. | didn't think
she saw it in ny face, what | thought about it, but she
did. We both smled. | reached across the table to take
her hand, and she instinctively pulled it away. |
apol ogi zed, but she | ooked away, enbarrassed. | asked what
was wong, and she | ooked back, our eyes net again and she
said..

TRAVI S
What did she say?
JEREMY
She said... "If only | wasn’t a marri ed wonman"

(1 ong pause)
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TRAVI S
You said sonething to nmake her | augh?

JEREMY
Yes.

TRAVI S
What did you say?

JEREMY
Pl ease don’t do this.

TRAVI S
VWhat did you say?

JEREMY
| don’t renenber, | just-

TRAVI S

(pulls a pistol and points it at him
What did you say? What did you say?!

JEREMY
You said you weren’t gonna-

TRAVI S
| m not .
(1 owers the gun)
Just tell ne.

JEREMY
Look, | really don’'t renenber, okay? I’'msorry | can't
re-create the whole thing for you, or show you what the
| augh sounded |i ke, but-

TRAVI S
(sets the gun down on the bench)
You don’t have to.

JEREMY
What ?
TRAVI S
(cl oses his eyes)
You don’t have to denonstrate. | can hear it now |
haven't heard it for years. But now |l can... thank you
JEREMY

You don’t have to say that.

TRAVI S
Yes. | do.
(he wal ks toward the pond and kneel s)

( MORE)
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TRAVI S (cont’ d)
She just "wanted me hone"...

JEREMY
Yes.

TRAVI S
| think we both know she wasn’t worried about ne, she was
worried about... them

JEREMY
Thent?

TRAVI S
Anybody else | mght get ny hands on. M or anybody el se on
nmy side.

JEREMY
Maybe after you d cone hone the first or second tine,
yes. But at first...

TRAVI S
O course. Back when | was still the guy who could hear the
| augh. Wio wanted to hear it, wanted to really connect wth
her before...

(pause)

Not "The Beast" who needs only to come honme to his mate and
fulfill his carnal desires by force.

JEREMY
What do you nean?

TRAVI S
You know what | nean.

JEREMY
No!

TRAVI S
Yes.

JEREMY
She never told ne that.

TRAVI S
Wiy woul d she?

JEREMY
She woul d have!

TRAVI S

You' re so sure?



13.

JEREMY
You' re |ying.

TRAVI S
Maybe.

JEREMY

Maybe? You know t hat never happened.

TRAVI S
Wiy would I? 1t could have, and | wouldn’t renenber...
right?

(he turns around to see Jereny standing
behi nd himand the gun still sitting on
t he bench where he placed it)

Ha! You didn't even pick it up.

JEREMY
Pick it... What, is that what all this was about? | was
supposed to shoot you when you told ne that?
TRAVI S
Maybe.
JEREMY
Prove sone kind of point about... human nature?
TRAVI S

So what are you conpl ai ni ng about? You won, you proved
ot herw se.

JEREMY
| never considered it a conpetition.

TRAVI S
Sure.

JEREMY
You couldn’t bring yourself to shoot ne.

TRAVI S
| told you. That’s not why | wanted to see you. You were
right, | lost her a long tinme ago. But you..

(pause)

JEREMY

You know, if it’ll make you feel any better, 1'd pick it up

and bl ow your head off right nowif | believed you actually
raped Alice.
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TRAVI S
| just told you that | did.

JEREMY
But | know you didn’t.

TRAVI S

(snorts)

" m glad one of us is sure.

JEREMY
Vell, I am

TRAVI S
How do you know?

JEREMY

Because | know how nmuch you | oved her.

(A long silence, and then:)

TRAVI S
So where are they?

JEREMY
Where are who?

TRAVI S
You know who |’ mtal king about.

JEREMY
No, | don't.

TRAVI S

| gave ny location. Cbviously no one is gonna have to
search for nme anynore.

JEREMY
You said to cone al one.

TRAVI S
| knew you woul dn’t.

JEREMY
You knew wr ong.

TRAVI S

You didn’t show the note to the judge, or to...

JEREMY
No.



15.

TRAVI S
Way not ?

JEREMY
Because this was between you and ne.

(pause)
And because you don’t need ny intervention to put an end to
all of this.

(pi cks up the gun)
You know what you’ ve got to do.

TRAVI S
Yeah, | do... |eave the piece.

JEREMY
That’ s not it.

TRAVI S
Put it down.

JEREMY
You don’t need this to-

TRAVI S
Put it down!

JEREMY
No!

TRAVI S

What, are you gonna shoot ne after all?

JEREMY
No, forget it.
(sets it back down)
" mgoing. Just renenber what | said.

TRAVI S

I will.
JEREMY

Good. And... I'msorry for everything.
TRAVI S

| told you to quit saying that.

JEREMY
Alright. Take care of yourself.

(Jereny exits)



Thank you.

Hey there..

16.

TRAVI S
(sl ow y)

(He stares ahead into the pond for a
nmonment, then goes back to get the

gun. He cones back toward the pond as
he places it in his backpack, then
kneel s again and smles. For the first
time, he appears totally at peace with
hi nsel f. He goes back into the backpack
and pulls out the box of cereal)

Hey, little fellas! Cone here!

(he kneels there, happily feeding the
ducks as the lights fade)

END OF PLAY



